Mediterranean fi shery, which is believed to land 60,000 tonnes of bluefi n a year, almost treble the legal catch and four times the amount recommended by scientists.
News focus
Monaco has been privately canvassing support for a Cites ban during recent weeks. "Now we've had sight of the proposals, I can confi rm that the UK will support a Cites listing of bluefi n tuna," Irranca-Davies said. "We do think this is not a substitute for Iccat and the work it does, but we are pleased to give that proposal for A ban on the international trade in this lucrative fi sh is now being considered as current conservation measures have still seen stocks collapse. Nigel Williams reports.
Battle lines deepen to save bluefi n tuna
End of the line: Current conservation measures have failed to protect the bluefi n tuna, which may disappear from the Mediterranean by 2012 unless drastic action is taken. Many conservationists in Europe will be hoping that a trade ban in bluefi n tuna will provide the jolt to save the species and, if so, a radical rethink on how it might be managed sustainably in the future.
What if we could harvest the solar energy beaming down on the Earth's deserts and transport it to the cities in not so sunny latitudes, where most of the energy demand is located? The idea is an old one, and various solutions have been proposed, including the production and transport of solar hydrogen. Now, however, a major cooperation between a dozen companies from the energy, technology, and fi nance sectors has given a boost to a very different kind of approach. Under the concept developed by the international foundation Desertec (www.desertec.org), concentrating solar-thermal power plants (CSP plants) are to produce electricity by bundling sunlight with large mirrors and using it to generate steam, which would drive steam turbines and generators. Electricity generated in the Sahara, for instance, could be transported to Europe with a new, high voltage direct current (HVDC) grid.
Both these key technologies are relatively simple and already in use on a smaller scale. The foundation has given preference to CSP plants over photovoltaics, because they are cheaper to build and can store heat reserves to provide power at night or on cloudy days. As an extra benefi t, surplus energy could also be used to provide drinking water by desalination. HVDC grids were chosen because the losses can be limited to 3 per cent per 1,000 km, making transport from North Africa to Europe a realistic perspective.
In July, 12 companies, including major energy providers, solar technology specialists, and banks, signed a memorandum of understanding at Munich, in order to start turning the Desertec concept into reality and to set up the Desertec Industrial Initiative (DII). The fi rst goal of the initiative is to draw up concrete business plans and fi nance initiatives for pilot projects.
The Desertec foundation expects that a lot of general awareness-raising and political change is still needed to get the project going. It states that in many places "the commercial playing fi eld is tilted against renewable resources like CSP and wind Meeting both carbon emission targets and energy demands may be feasible with DC cables connecting powerthirsty cities to sun-drenched deserts.
Michael Gross reports.
New grids on the block
